Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 TOKYO 12146 11 0622Z 

ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO HEW-06 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 
EB-08 COME-OO MED-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /059 W 

086298 111156Z/45 

R 1 10526Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 76 

UNCLAS TOKYO 12146 

OES/APT/BMP FOR WILLIAM WALSH 

DEPT PASS DHEW/FDA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TBIO, JA 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED CARCINOGENECITY OF AMINOPYRINE 

1 . ACCORDING TO VERNACULAR PRESS REPORTS, MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH AND WELFARE (MHW) RECENTLY ORDERED 78 PHARMACEUTICAL 
FIRMS IN JAPAN TO TEST AMINOPYRINE FOR CARCINOGENECITY AND 
REPORT THEIR FINDINGS TO MHW BY SEPT. 16. MINISTRY WILL 

ASLSO CONDUCT TESTS AT ITS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HYGIENIC 
SCIENCES. MINISTRY ACTION REPORTEDLY WAS PROMPTED BY 
ALLEGATION THAT AMINOPYRINE, SUBSTANCE USED IN COLD TABLETS 
TO ASSUAGE PAIN AND ALLEVIATE FEVER, CAN BECOME CARCINOGENIC 
IN THE HUMAN STOMACH WHEN COMBINED WITH NITRITE, A FOOD 
ADDITIVE. 

2. EARLY LAST YEAR, MHW WARNED DRUG MANUFACTURERS AGAINST 
USING AMINOPYRINE IN NON-PRESCRIPTION DRUGS ON GROUND THAT 
THE SUBSTANCE IS LIKELY TO CAUSE BLOOD DISORDER. 

CONSEQUENTLY, AMINOPYRINE IS NOW USED ONLY IN 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 

3. AS SOON AS REPORTS ON AMINOPYRINE APPEARED IN 
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LOCAL PRESS, CITIZEN’S GROUP KEEPING WATCH ON DRUGS 
DEMANDED THAT COLD TABLETS CONTAINING AMINOPYRINE BE 
RECALLED IMMEDIATELY. GROUP PROTESTED THAT MHW ORDER 
HAD BEEN DIRECTED ONLY TO DRUG MANUFACTURERS WITHOUT 
SOUNDING WARNING TO CONSUMERS. 

4. FYI: IF FDA HAS ANY INFO ON CARCINOGENIC 
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PROPERTIES OF AMINOPYRINE WHICH CAN BE PASSED TO GOJ, 
IT WOULD BE USEFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE TO DO SO. 
MANSFIELD 
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